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THE BURIAL MOUNDS OF CAMIGUIN ISLAND.

By MerToN L. MILLER.
(From the Bivision of Ethnology, Bureaw of Science, Manita, £. 1.}

The Island of Camiguin lies north of the northern end of Luzon, ahout
55 kilometers distant from Aparri. It is approximately 20 kilometers in
extreme length and 12 kilometers in extreme width.

At the time of my arrival on the island, April 1%, 1910, there was a
population of 90 souls. During my stay of six weeks 30 people arrived
from Dalupiti and other neighboring islands with the intention of remain-
ing on Camiguin. Tradition says that there was formerly on the island
a population of several thousand, but that the greater part of the people
died of cholera befween twenty and thirty years ago.

Camiguin is almost entirely covered with forests. It there formerly
was a numerous population on it, the clearings which wounld have been
made have become refovested, unless there is some open country of which
I did not learn.

The people now living on the island arve Ilocunos with the exception of
two or three individuals whe have come from the Batanes Islands.  Some
of the Ilocanes were born on Camiguin and some came from the Ilecos
Provinces or from the Cagayan Valley. I can not say what the pro-
portion is of mative born to immigrants. All the people live within a
radius of from 6 to 8 kilometers of the usual landing place at Cadadalman
and all arc but a short distance from the beach in the harbor of Tio
Quinto. A few live at Cadadalman. move at Cadadagatan, a small
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valley to the south of Cadadalman, but the majority are at M‘llnluhat, a
comparatively large valley whicli opens out on the other side ol a rocky
point, nertli of Cadadalman.

The extinet voleane, known to {he natives as Dakelabalai, rises at the
extreme southeaslern point of Camiguin.  There are several places witl
an area of from 10 to 20 heelares on the southwestern slope ol this moun-
tain where there is no vegelation and where there are many openings in
the ground which .emit sulphurons [unes. On these bare places and on
urassy spots just hevond lI](,m are numerons arlificinl heaps ot stones.
Captain Mitchell, of the Signal Corpe of the Tnited States Army, was
on Camiguin in the latter part of 1909, Tle was mueh iotercsted in
these stone piles and opened {wo or three of ihem. In the center of each
he found a large earthenware jar.

My visit to Camiguin was for the purpose of dizeovering some chie to
the people who buried these jars.  The stone piles were | found to he {rom
1} to 3 meters i diameter and were made up of stones vanging in size
from a few centimeters o 30 cenlimeters in dinmeter.  The mounds
rose from 50 to 80 centimeters above the general surface of the ground.

The stones in some cases covered a mound ol loose, brown cartle mixed
with loose stones, in others, a mixture ol sulphur and clay, cither m ihe
form of a powder, or consolidated into rock, probably by the deposition of
sulphur.  In the center ol cach wax an earthenware jar.  The greater
mwmber of these jurs were hroken, usually o badly that they could not
he taken out.  The earth in which many of them were cmbedded was
moist and the jurs, which appeared to have been paorly laked, were in
CRUSCHUENCe v;ml\ destroved. They Dbardened on drying in the am.
Those which were embedded in the hardened sulphurous mass in some
ases were broken, in otbers they conkd not he removed withont hreaking.
while in a few instances it was possible to get them out. A fow jars il
an inner-coating of very delicate evystals of sulphur.

The vessels varied in size from 20 to 60 centimeters in diameter, and
in height from 20 to 80 centimeters,  Some of them Liad "mouths It
little parrower than the greatest width of the jar, while others had small
openings, not more thait 13 centimeters in dinmeter. Al Lad originally
a cover of some kind over the opening, either an inverted jar or a true
cover. Only in the case of one small vessel did I find the cover unbroken,
so that T eould determine its form.  This cover was ol almest the same
shape as the jar hetow,  ‘The fragments which [ found led me to infer that
sotne of the covers had extended about halfway down the side ol the hody
of the jar, heing in reality inverted jars; others scemed to have covered
the opening of the vessel and to have extended but a short distance heyond
the edges. .

There can be no doubtl that these jars were used for containing the
hones of the dead. The merest fragments of hones were found in two
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of them, but they were too small to determine what hones they werc; a
third jar contained @ sinall picce of one of the bones of the skull.  In one
ol the jars werc found a few common, pale bLlue, glass Leads together
with a piece of dark hrown, loosely woven, coarse fabrie, which fell to
picces at . touch of the hand.  In another jar a few more blue beads of
the same kind were scen together with a black, sticky mass which had a
very nupleasant odor.

I Tound it almost impossible to seeure any infornuation on the island
abont the customs of fovmer times, hecanse the people native to Camigein
had all died and the few old people =11l living had come over [rom Lazon
or trom other islands in recent years.  The enly stalement as to the use
of these javs which T could secure was from a yvoung man who teld me
that he bad heavd an old man say that they formerly huried the dead in
carthenware vessels, cutting the legs of the corpse at the knees so as to
make it possibie, by doubling the legs, to put the entive hody into a jar.
While this may have heen one practice followed, it conld not have been the
only method of hurial, because many, of the jars harl epenings toe zmall to
admit the hody even of a voung child,  OI course, it 1s possible that two
methods of burial might have been followed at the same time, one, that
of putling the dead hody in a jar, and the other, that of placing the hones
only in the veasel after the flesh had cither been removed or allowed fo
deeay. The presence of the black, sticky mase and the beads in one jar
aud of the picee of fabric and beads in apother would seem to argue for
the {irst methed, and the small openings-in many of the jare are certainly
an arguinent for the second method.

[ made inquiries of many people as to the existence of similar heaps of
stones In other paris of the island, but T could learn of none excepting a
few on the other side—northeast—of the voleano from those aheady de-
seribad. These [ visited and examined. Thevy were found to be of the
same general style us those to the southwest of the voleano. 1 was told
ihat al the extreme northern end of the island similar niounds were to he
found. Mowever, when T arrived there the guide pointed ont certain
heaps of stones which on examination proved to be natural outerops of
rock. 1 believe [ronrwhat 1 learned after leaving Ciuniguin that possibly
there are other burial mounds on the island hesides those which 1 saw.,

T de not sce that there is any reason for concluding that these harials
were made by any other people than Filipinos whe formerly inhabited
Cainignin.  Cave buvials ave been Tound on al least one island off the
northeast coast of Surigao, and others have reeently heen reported {rom
the Tsland of Bohol. Burial jars confaining bones have alsa been Tound
in the vicinity of Dapitan, Mindanao.

However, pevhaps the most intevesting faet in this connection is that
T was told that jars similar to these on Camiguin are to he found on
Catavan. an island northwest of Camiguin, Avn old woman who has
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lived on Camiguin for the past five years told me that formerly she lived
on Calayan and that jars like thoze found on Camiguin were also found
buried on the latter island, but she did not know what pur poso they had
served mor why they had been buried.

It is to be hoped that some-day evidence will e found which will give
a clue to the time when the dead in the Philippines wers buried in jars
and in caves.



ILLUSTRATIONS.

Prare 1. Dakelabalal Mouniain with buvial sites in fhe fovegroumd.
11, Burial mounds near suiphur fumaroles.
ITT, Burial mound,
IV, Burial mound.
¥. Tig. 1. Partly exeavaled jar buried in a mixture of elay and sulphur.
2. Partly exeavated jar huried in a mixture of eluy and sulphur.
&
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