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Education 
BS Botany, University of the Philippines. June 2008. 

High School diploma, The Philippine Cultural High 
School, Caloocan Branch, 1971

Research Interest
Taxonomy of Philippine Vascular Plants, Forest 

Ecology, Medicinal Plants, native forest 
restoration, biodiversity conservation 
education

Professional Background
Lecturer: Institute of Biology, College of Science, 

University of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon 
City. Teaching Biology 115 (Taxonomy of 
Higher Vascular Plants).

Senior Botanist, Biodiversity Analysis, Synthesis and 
Monitoring Unit, Conservation International-
Philippines from July 1996 - August 2009.

Principal Investigator, Palanan Forest Dynamics Plot 
Project, Northern Sierra Madre Natural Park, 
Palanan, Isabela, from January 2000 - Novem-
ber 14 2010. 

 This 16-hectare biodiversity research facility 
is a collaborative venture between Conserva-
tion International (CI), the Center for Tropical 
Forest Science of the Smithsonian Tropical 
Research Institute, Arnold Arboretum of Har-
vard University, and the Institute of Biology, 
University of the Philippines.

Field Botanist, Conservation International-Philippines 
from January 1991-December 1992.

Adjunct curator, Herbarium, Institute of Biology, Col-
lege of Science, University of the Philippines 
from January 1990 - November 2010.  

Researcher, Medicinal Plants of the Cordillera Region 
book project. CHESTCORE, Baguio City, 
from July 1981 - December 1989. 

 This project culminated in the publication of 
a resource book for community-based health 
programs in the Cordillera region (see under 
Publications heading below) in 1989.

Research Assistant, “Inventory of Endangered, Rare, 
Vanishing, and Economically Important Spe-
cies of Philippine Flora and Fauna” Project, 
UP Natural Science Research Center-Ministry 
of Natural Resources (UPNSRC-MNR) from 
August 1976 - July 1981. 
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Membership in professional organizations
2008-2010. NGO sector representative, National Wild 

Flora Council (NWFC), Protect Areas and 
Wildlife Bureau-Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (PAWB-DENR). 

 The NWFC is a technical body created by the 
DENR to assist itself in the formulation of 
policies and guidelines regarding sustainable 
use of plant resources in the Philippines.
2007-2010. President, Philippine Native 
Plant Conservation Society.  Website: www.
philippinenativeplants.org 
2004-2010. Member, Philippine Plant 
Conservation Committee (PPCC), PAWB-
DENR. 
2003-2010. Member, Laksambuhay 
Conservation, Inc.
1997-2010. Member, Wildlife Conservation 
Society of the Philippines
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Eponymy:  Plants named in honour of Mr. Leonardo Co
Rafflesia leonardi Barcelona & Pelser, Blumea 53 

(2008) 223, Fig. 1, plate 1.
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Gomphandra coi Schori, Kew Bulletin 67 (2012) 720.
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